






23 November 2009  Holyrood  49   

Portfolio
Transport

Active travel

Moving sustainably maintained as ringfenced, however much that 
requires a compromise from government. 

He argues: “I think that’s the only way 
to create this change, because people are 
reluctant to change,” adding that “we have 
an orthodox transport culture, which is very 
much about making linear journeys, it’s not 
about making short small journeys, which are 
the vast majority of journeys, and that’s got 
to change.” 

However, he points to examples which have 
shown what is possible. “Everywhere Sustrans 
works we can demonstrate tremendous 
cost-benefit analysis, and the benefit of 
soft measures, which is what we’re doing in 
Stirling and Edinburgh universities.” 

This work, which is part of the “Get Active 
Getting There!” initiative, has seen members 
of staff at both universities recently trained as 
cycle instructors.  The new instructors will be 
running a programme of short and flexible 
‘Cycling with Confidence’ training sessions 
to help staff and students get ‘back in the 
saddle’.   

Other developments taking place at Stirling 
include the revamp of the travel pages on 
the university website and the production 

of a new campus map to encourage more 
sustainable and active travel amongst 
students, staff and visitors. As an example of 
what can happen when institutions do get 
involved, he says: “The work in Stirling is a 
really good demonstration of where you work 
with the entire community – on a campus or 
a hospital – you can create change, and we’re 
doing that in a small way and it’s growing 
in Stirling and it will develop all the time.” 
The work has led to the reflection that “it is 

more straightforward to do a project with a 
university where it’s all on the one campus”.

Road Safety Week starts on Monday 
(23 November), and Sustrans works in 
partnership with Cycling Scotland and 
Road Safety Scotland on school cycling, but 
Lauder adds: “All the evidence we gathered 
when we talked to the public in promoting 
the Cycling Action Plan for Scotland was 
that people are very intimidated by car speeds, 
driver behaviour and traffic volume on roads, 
particularly in urban, suburban and rural 
towns, and that’s a key reason why people 
don’t cycle, because of the perceived safety. 

“It’s a difficult and complex problem to 
break, and one of the best ways, we think, 
is that in urban areas speed limits should be 
brought down to a mandatory 20 miles per 
hour. We think there’s enough evidence from 
the voluntary work now to show [that].” 

He concludes: “We really need to stop 
piloting things in Scotland and just start 
implementing. Sustrans is great at piloting and 
innovating and we can show the benefits of 
the work we do. Where there’s a gap is taking 
that innovation and piloting and pushing it on 
so it can happen in a wider way.”

Beyond the headlines

Forth Replacement 
Crossing

It is described as “the most significant Scottish transport 
infrastructure project for a generation” which “has 
reached a historic stage as it goes forward for scrutiny by 
the Scottish Parliament”.
The introduction of the Forth Crossing Bill, which 
seeks authority to implement and build the new Forth 
Replacement Crossing (FRC), marks the start of a period 
where individuals and other parties who may be affected 
can review full details of the scheme and have the 
opportunity, should they wish, to lodge objections.
The Scottish Government says that significant doubts 
remain over the future viability of the existing Forth Road 
Bridge, and the £1.7-£2.3bn (at 2016 prices) project is 
aimed at maintaining and improving the vital economic 
transport corridor across the Forth.  
The parliamentary debate on the Bill – which will be the 
first to go through the Hybrid Bill procedure at Holyrood – 
seems almost certain to concern the details of the scheme, 
as the last time the Parliament voted on the scheme, it 
passed by 121 votes to two, a motion which “note[ed] 
the Scottish Government’s choice of conventional capital 
funding for construction of the Forth Replacement 
Crossing and welcomes the fact that Scotland’s biggest 
infrastructure project for a generation will be delivered 
without the need for tolls, and calls on the Scottish and 
UK governments to work together to ensure that the new 
crossing is delivered at the earliest possible opportunity”.

The two votes against came from the Greens, and they 
released a poll on November 8 which found that only 34 
per cent of Scots support a new Forth Road Bridge, while 
57 per cent believe the existing Forth Road Bridge should 
be repaired.
They say that Forth Estuary Transport Authority estimates 
that repairing the existing bridge would cost just 
£122m, with even this cost only incurred if the current 
dehumidification scheme does not work. 
Noting that the poll found supporters of all of Scotland’s 
political parties were opposed to the plans for a new road 

bridge for the Forth, Patrick Harvie said that “as so often, 
common sense prevails outside Holyrood, and the massive 
scare campaign ministers have run against the existing 
Forth Road Bridge has clearly failed”. 
Harvie added: “Like everyone else, Greens believe we do 
need a road crossing over the Forth, and fortunately there 
already is one. There’s still time for Scottish ministers to 
listen to public opinion and fix the existing bridge for a 
fraction of the cost and a fraction of the disruption.”
Speaking at the introduction of the Bill, Transport 
Minister Stewart Stevenson said that the Government’s 
commitment to delivering the Forth Replacement Crossing 
in 2016 on time and on budget was “abundantly clear”, 
and that “given the real uncertainty of the future viability 
of the current Forth Road Bridge, Scotland simply cannot 
afford any delay to the FRC”.
Answering a question from Harvie in the Parliament last 
week, First Minister Alex Salmond said: “We know what 
the consequences will be if we do not take alternative 
action. It is sometimes not appreciated that even the 
closure of the bridge to effect the repairs would introduce 
substantial economic penalties across Scotland, never 
mind the estimates about future capacity.”
The introduction of the Bill begins the first of three 
parliamentary stages which it is anticipated will be 
completed by November 2010, even if, as the Forth 
Estuary Transport Authority says, the first indication of the 
effectiveness of the cable dehumidification process won’t 
be available in 2011/12 when the cable is re-inspected. 
Certainly, Duncan McLaren, the chief executive of Friends 
of the Earth Scotland who called the plans “unpopular 
and unnecessary”, is right when he says: “The time is 
coming for Parliament to choose.”

Lauder


